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Reflections on a Day of Service 
By Sue Blair 

 

 

On Tuesday, May 10, students at the Sus-

tainability Academy, along with teachers, 

parents, neighbors, and community 

members participated in our Second An-

nual Day of Service.  It was powerful to 

see every student in a school participat-

ing in meaningful service-learning pro-

jects: painting murals, building compost 

piles, cleaning up the campus, planting an 

ABC garden, building bat houses, painting 

rain barrels, replanting peace gardens, 

and so much more.  Everywhere you 

looked children were busy making a dif-

ference. 

 

The highlight of the day for me was 

watching the youngest students in our 

school making such a big contribu-

tion.  For my Kindergarten class, the day 

of service was our culminating activity in 

our year-long theme and study of 

“community helpers.”  It also reflected a 

shift in my teaching.  I wanted students to 

“own their work”, and make deeper in-

terdisciplinary curriculum connections. I 

wanted students to know that their ideas 

mattered.  By modifying Shelburne 

Farms’ curriculum framework Healthy 

Neighborhoods/Healthy Kids for use with 

younger children, we moved our study of 

community from the classroom to the 

neighborhood.  First, we drew maps of 

our neighborhood and identified the 

names of some of the streets near the 

school and their homes.  Then, we met 

with community helpers who work hard 

to make our neighborhood a safe, happy, 

and healthy place for all to live. Finally, 

we began to think about how each child 

could be a community helper. 

 

Students decided it was important for our 

neighborhood and schoolyard to have 

animals and plants, to be clean, and to 

have safe places for kids to play.  Stu-

dents were interested in assessing and 

improving these aspects of our neighbor-

hood and school community.  Students 

then went on neighborhood walks to 

evaluate if the neighborhood and school-

yard were clean, had animals and plants, 

and safe places to 

play.  Following the 

walks, students 

brainstormed pro-

jects the class could 

do on the Day of 

Service to meet the 

needs that they had 

uncovered on their 

walks.  Students planned to create a 

shade garden that would provide a habi-

tat for animals, to build two sandboxes 

for kids to play in (our school didn’t have 

any), and organized a neighborhood 

clean-up.  The projects were completed 

on our Day of Service and the students 

were thrilled at the difference they made 

in our community. 

 

Instead of just learn-

ing about commu-

nity helpers, stu-

dents learned that 

“We All Can Be Com-

munity Help-

ers!”  Students are 

excited to play in 

their new sand-

boxes, to water and take care of the gar-

den they planted, and to keep our school-

yard clean. They shared their ideas, 

worked hard, and made a big differ-

ence.  Their pride in their work is evident. 

The sandboxes and gardens will make our 

schoolyard a better place for humans and 

animals, but the most 

important transforma-

tion is the students’ 

emerging awareness 

that they can make a 

difference. 
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Photo Gallery—Day of Service at Sustainability  

Academy at Lawrence Barnes Elementary School 
On May 10, the students at Sustainability Academy at Lawrence Barnes Elementary School participated in 

a school-wide Day of Service.  Projects included gardening (ABC, Shade, and Peace Gardens), a campus 

clean-up, building of bat houses, creation of a Food Forest, painting of murals and rain barrels, and film-

ing for a community based documentary for new residents of the neighborhood. Read Sue Blair’s reflec-

tion (facing page) for more of the story. Photographer Andy Duback captured these images.   


